
St. Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church 

31300 Overseas Hwy 

Big Pine Key, Fl   33043                     

305-872-2537 

Office: 9:30am-3:30pm Mon.-Fri. 

www.stpeterbpk.org 

December 24, 2023 

     4th Sunday of Advent 

PARISH STAFF: 

Pastor: 

        Rev. Fr. Jesus “Jets” Medina                                     

 Property Manager/Bookkeeper: 

          Nancy McCrosson                                                  
 nancy@stpeterbpk.org 

Administrative Assistants:   

 Connie Hauk                                                 
 connie@stpeterbpk.org  

                Debbie Krieger                                              
 Deborah@stpeterbpk.org     

MASSES:                                                         
Saturday Vigil Mass  5:30pm                                                                 
Sunday Masses 8:30 and 11:00am 

Daily Masses:  9am  Mon-Fri.        

                                           

HOLY DAYS: Vigil Mass 6 pm                    
Holy Day Mass  9 am  

 

CONFESSIONS: 

Saturday:  4:50 pm to 5:20 pm                                
in the Church  (or by appointment) 

 

BAPTISMS, FUNERALS and     
WEDDINGS   Please contact the office 
for more information. 

Office Hours: M-F 9:30am-3:30pm
  

 

 

mailto:nancy@stpeterbpk.org


    

 

No matter what your present status in the Catholic Church,  

      No matter what your current family or marital situation,  

No matter what your past or present religious situation,  

No matter your personal history, age, background, race etc.,  

   No matter what your own self-image or self esteem is,  

  YOU are  Invited, Welcomed, Accepted, Loved and         
Respected here at  St. Peter Catholic Church.           

 

 

Monday, December 25, 2023                                         
Christmas Day                                                                       
10:00am Mass                                                                             
Office Closed                                                                                        

Tuesday December 26, 2023                                               
9:00am Mass                                                                             

9:30-10:30 am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament          
Office Closed                                                                             

Wednesday, December 27, 2023                                     
9:00am Mass                                                                             

Food Pantry open 9:30-11:30am                                            

Thursday, December 28, 2023                                          
9:00am Mass                                                                          

        Friday, December 29, 2023    

9am Mass                                                                                                    

Centering Prayer 3:30pm in the Church 

     Saturday, December 30,  2023                                         

   5:30pm vigil Mass                                                                      

      Sunday, December 31, 2023                                      
8:30am Mass                                                                                                                  

11:00 am mass   

Monday, January 1 New Year’s Day                                                                    
Mary the Holy Mother of God 

(Not a Holy Day of Obligation this year                                  
because it falls on a Monday)  

  Mass at 9:00am                                                                                                
  Office Closed                                                          
        

                                                                                                                        
   

 

This week in our parish: 

Saturday, December 23, 2023  

5:30 pm:  +All her Deceased Relatives and Friends                               
   by Elizabeth Maier 

Sunday,  December 24, 2023 Christmas Eve  

8:30am: +Kenny Haverland by Margaret Burns 

11:00am: S.I Burns Family  by  Margaret Burns                                     
   S.I. (Health) Tito & Nita Bigelow by Fr. Jets 

5:30pm:  S.I. CCD Students, Parents and Teachers                                      
11:00pm : (10:30pm Christmas Carol Sing-a-Long)                                           
   +Genevieve Isaksen & +Frank & Theresa 
    Cerchio by John Isaksen                                                    

                                                             

Monday,  December 25, 2023 Christmas Day                                              
10:00am: +Robert & Marie Handlow by Kevin Handlow 

Tuesday,  December 26,  2023                                                            
9:00am:  S.I Robert Mescal & Family by Margaret Burns                                                                            
Wednesday  December 27, 2023                         
9:00am: +Harold, Verona & Gary Ebel by                                               
   Richard DiBonaventura 

Thursday, December 28, 2023                                                                     
9:00am: : +Jim Burns (Birthday) by Margaret Burns                                                                
Friday, December 29, 2023                                                           
9:00am: S.I. Margaret Burns by Connie Hauk 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Saturday,  December 30, 2023                                                                        
5:30pm: +Judy O’Hare by John & Ginny Quinn 

Sunday, December 31, 2023                                                                    
8:30am: +Genevieve Isaksen & +Frank & Theresa  
   Cerchio by John Isaksen                                                    

11:00am: S.I. Gamuza Familly by Margaret Burns 

Monday, January 1  (New Year’s Day)                                              
9:00am: S.I. Peace in Our World &                                                 
   Peace in Our Families by Margaret Burns                        

Pope Francis’ Monthly Intention                                    
for December  2023:                                      

For Persons with Disabilities                                                 

We pray that people living with disabilities 
may be at the center of attention in society, 

and that institutions may offer inclusive                    
programs which value their                                        

active participation. 



  

Pray For Those Who Are Sick:    
We ask your prayers for                                                
Parishioners and friends:         

Rachel Miles, Bill Carver,  John Snyder, Javier Herrera,  
Ann Fisher,  Pat and Connie Medina,  Belle Medina-
Ricasio, Beth Rodman,  Flo Boyle, William Scheidell, 

Mike Graham, Tiffany  Howard,  Jim Oettle,                    
Kate Menser Hughey, Marilyn Nichols, Mark Stump, 

Randy Reinhart, Fr. Peter Scott , Maria Wirshing,   
Ruth Fidler, Nita Bigelow, Olga Nunez, Br. Bud Luks, 

Dolores Gibson, John Spencer, Cornelia Meyers,     
Colleen Burns, Ted Kruzel, Katie Rocha,                         

Carmella Russo, Nathaniel  Burgess, Penny Holum, 
Scott Bush, Larry Johnson, Elaine & Stewart Caplin, 

Deacon Bill Rich,  Roxanne Brown,  Terri Roman,                                 
Brenda Haskins’ mother, Greg Oarsley,                                          

the Paans family,  the Pontecrovo family,                          
Mindy & Tom Carlson, Lani Duggers, Tim Age,            

Fr. Darin Robert,  Maria Sims, Nancy Lopez,                     
Rosemary Farrell, Tyler Pappadakis,                                           

Howard Bleich,  Marissa Sibucao & family,                               
Donna and Darrell Dye,  Riley Faith,                                             

Michael Buchard,  Janet Maxwell, Molly Mescal,                    
Joe Gregoria, Carl Crouch, Frank Sergi, Ava,                      

Barbara Barzen, Tito Bigelow, Katharine Lawrence  
Joe Jennison.         

 

 

   

 

Donations received: Dec.16-17, 2023 

1st Collection:  $ 2,976.00                                                           
2nd Collection: $    505.00 (Summer Blues)                                           

Direct Debit:     $   815.00 (Weekly)     

Additional Poinsettia Donations $75.00               
Once monthly Blue Building Regular 
Maintenance Fund for December  $556.00    
Fundraising:  Christmas Party Bar                    
Donations received: $582.00                                            
Tip Jar at Bar:  $156.00                                                            
Christmas Party 50/50: $529.00                    
(Thank You to the winner of the 50/50,                              
John Hally, who donated his winnings 
back.                           

Thank you  to those of you who regularly 
mail your donations to us, and Thank You 
to those of you who  elected to increase 
or change to Direct Debit! 

 

Collections: 

                              
 

There is a  Financial Transparency                 
binder in the bookkeeper’s office with   

detailed statements, financial reports and  
parish budget history.  This information is 
available to registered parishioners who 

wish to view it. Call and make an              
appointment with Nancy in the office at 

305-872-2537. 

Please let us know in the office if you or someone else 
is homebound and would like to receive the Eucharist  

at home. Call the office at  305-872-2537. 

Understanding the “Summer 

Blues Fund” as a 2nd Collection 

taken at Masses 

Off season and summer time in the Keys is 

typically associated with the season of 

warmest weather, longer days and many 

empty pews in church every week as our 

seasonal parishioners are back up north. 

However, in the parish finance world, the 

summer months are also associated with 

low or loss of financial support to                          

adequately cover parish overhead costs,  

also known as the “Summer time Blues.” So, 

to assure coverage of our property expenses 

during these summer financially lean 

months, the 2nd Collection named “Summer 

Blues Fund “will help with our property 

overhead financial needs. 

Thank you for your continued generosity. 

For detailed information, see Nancy in the 

Parish Office. 



 

Third Sun-

day of     

Advent—

lighting   

three              

candles 



December Wedding                     

Anniversary Blessings 



Thank you to parishioners who donated money for the Poinsettias decorating our church;  
They have been donated in honor of: 

Jaime & Ana Gonzalez                                       

Faith & August Kern Briele                           

Estela Fuentes & Teodora Echeverria                                 

Ann & Thomas Devace                                                      

Tom & Betty Bennett                                                       

Verona, Harold & Gary Ebel                                               

Alicia Bird                                                                            

Mr. & Mrs. William P. Mannix                                          

Kay Mannix                                                               

Alexander & Stephan Zotos                                                             

Mr & Mrs. Ernest Nolan                                                   

Mr & Mrs. Frank DiBonaventura                                   

Unita Eggert                                                                

Pat Parenty                                                                                                 

Ismael & Bertha Lopez                                             

Louis & Julia Gonzales                                                              

Nicki & Deanna Will                                                                

McKoy, Smith & Passlavsky Family                                      

James & Scott Shew                                           

Elizabeth “Betty” Beaton                                                

Jim, Mary & Robert Johnson                                                 

Joel Beaton                                                          

Jerry & Rita Butterfield                                      

Keith & Rose McCrone                                                  

Robert Harrell                                                                   

Frank & Nell Krueger                                                          

Michael & Ceclia Gomez- Figueira                     

Bud & June Tewes                                                            

Bruce Maxwell                                                                          

America Rivera                                                                                                                                  

George Madden                                                                                                       

Deceased Members of the McCrosson & 

 Deane Families                                                                   

Sherkio & Marich Families                                                         

Carol  & Melanie Elfers                                                                                 

Robert Depicciotto, Lety Orodio                                          

 & Uncle Danny Triulzi                                           

Daniel Rosasco                                                                               

Flora & Daniel  Garcia                                                              

Tomas & Margot Estrada                                                                     

John & Jean Paul                                                                              

May Ann Guild                                                                                                      

Lill Zimmerman                                                                  

Mike Mooney                                                           

Millie Benedetto Houln                                                                                                       

Altobelli Family Members                                                                       

Virginia & Robert Davies                                                            

Thomas & Mary Ann Kallbrier                                                          

Emily Haskins                                                                                                                

Betty Folse Bennett                                                          

Rita Vinet Holzenthal 

 

 

 



CAUTION NOTICE 
THE GRASS FIELD IS RECEIVING NEW SOD!   

 

YOU WILL SEE SAFETY CONES PLACED AROUND THE 

FRESH SOD FOR PROTECTION.   

 

THIS PROCESS WILL TAKE SOMETIME TO FINALIZE AS 

THE FIELD CONTINUES TO BE IN USE FOR PUMPKIN 

PATCH;  K OF C CHRISTMAS TREE SALES; OVERFLOW 

PARKING AT ALL MASSES AND THE LANDING ZONE 

FOR TRAUMA STAR WITH MULTIPLE EMERGENCY      

VEHICLES.   

 

SIGNS, ROPE OR CAUTION TAPE ARE NOT ALLOWED 

DUE TO HELICOPTER CLEARANCE. 

THANK YOU FOR NOT MOVING THE CONES.   

 

THANK YOU TO OUR MAINTENANCE LEAD, CHRIS FOR 

HIS CARE OF ST. PETER CHURCH PROPERTY. 

 

Thank you for understanding, 

Nancy McCrosson 



 

Our Sunday Visitor,  

the manufacturer of our collection 

envelopes, has experienced a print 

processing issue. 

Expected delivery of boxes estimated 

late January. 

In the interim please utilize generic 

white envelopes, making sure to 

print clearly your name for accurate  

data entry of your contribution. 

{Envelope number not needed,       

legible printing of  your last name 

ensures proper credit}. 

I thank you for your patience and for 

your continued generosity to            

St. Peter Church, as we await the    

delivery of boxes, 

Nancy McCrosson 



PROPERTY MANAGEMENT UPDATE 

CURRENT PROJECT LIST:  

{Please contact Nancy McCrosson in the parish office for further                        
information on these projects}. 

 

• Installation of new parish hall 2ea. CGIC Impact Commercial Entry Double 

doors & 2ea. CGIC Impact Commercial Entry Single doors with easy durable 

locking hardware. – IN PERMIT PHASE-AWAITING INSTALLATION DATE. 

• Plumbing: Haskins has begun the process of correcting combination within flushing     

mechanism for 10 toilets to properly flush as property is still under low water pressure.   

Electrical has been upgraded to allow pressure correcting pump.  Food Pantry 1ea. Hand 

sink & 1ea. Food Washing sink has been ordered. Other Haskins work scheduled permanent       

installed water line for pavilion, 2 ordered sinks within the garage one for garage use and 

other within planned Stained-Glass location.   

• Electrical: Florida Keys Electric to replace defective exterior LED light fixtures, Accessed 

and designing correction to “Hot Switch” overload issue within the Parish Hall.  Remove and 

relocate exterior Rectory garage opening header lamps to allow for pending garage doors. 

• Elevator: Remains Out of Order as newly purchased replacement board, rectifier, and      

additional parts fail upon installation. Awaiting response for action plan. Due to continual  

no-service condition, bids to replace have been requested. – Finance Council to review     

pending bids. 

• Rick’s Garage Doors: To install on Rectory garage, 2 White Electric Remote-control    

Nautilus rolled shutters – Rated for Impact and Security. Installation upon delivery of 

doors. 

• Vital Signs: To install Property Signage: Monument Marquee Sign, Lighted Name,            

Directional Property Signage, Building Signs, two-sided glass covered postings board.        

Entering Permit Phase. 

• Installation NOW of Sanctuary Handrails. 

 

PROPERTY UPDATE-LEGACY MINISTRY 

• Architect Juan Calvo with the help of our maintenance gentleman Chris, have now installed 
by required design, remaining Statues and Legacy items: St. Michael the Archangel; Chapel 
paintings; rest for statue Infant of Prague and sanctuary Ambry {Pending exterior individu-
al 3 piece inlays remain for installation}.  Juan completed and installed within the Narthex 
the awaiting boards which will allow me to move forward with the previous on hold engrav-
ing plaque project.   

• To begin the engraving of plaque project, donors will be notified to approve the proof prior 
to engraving. 

 



 
 

 
                                                 
                                                                           

 
St. Peter Community Food Pantry 

Open Wednesdays from 9:30-11:30am   

An update on your Food Pantry Activity:                              

                     Dear Parishioners:   We continue to assist many people in the community 
enduring difficult times and needing food.  During Thanksgiving holiday, the Pantry 

was able to support 40 families with a nice Thanksgiving meal.                                                     
As with Thanksgiving, we had a  generous donation of turkeys from the                            

Opal Resort in Key West.  The Pantry was able to provide 56 Christmas meals to our 
clients.  Thank you for your continued generosity.                                                                           

The second Sunday of every month is designated as “Loaves and Fishes”                
weekend.  A cart will be set in the Narthex for your donations.  The Pantry clients are 

in need of dry pastas, canned meats, hearty soups, canned fruits, vegetables and                 
tomato sauce food items.  Also needed include personal care items such as laundry                        

detergent, shampoo, deodorant, tooth paste, tooth brushes, body wash and bug 
spray. We are considerably grateful for any food or cash donations.                                        

Thank you for caring and helping us bring HOPE & JOY                                                                 
into the lives of many people. 

St. Peter Catholic Church is a 501(c)(3) corporation.  

Your parish contact for all things related to the Food Pantry is Director, Lisa Ford,                         
through the Church office at 305-872-2537.                                                   

 

Thank you on behalf of the Missions for saving cancelled 
stamps, eyeglasses, tabs from pop top cans, and rosaries    

broken or whole.   

Donna Dye, a parishioner, Sacristan and  Eucharistic Minister, 
will always see that they get where they are most needed.   

We are temporarily suspending collection of pill bottles—we will ask for them again               
in the future.                                        

Thank You!                                                                                                                   



 
 

2023-2024 Advent & Christmas Season Schedule 
St. Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church 

31300 Overseas Hwy, Big Pine Key, FL 33043   Tel. 305-872-2537 
 

Starting Dec. 5, 9:30-10:30 a.m. Tuesdays Holy Hour of                    
Adoration 

 
(Holy Day of Obligation)  

Thur. Dec. 7, 6:00 p.m. Vigil Mass of The Immaculate Conception  
Fri. Dec. 8, 9:00 a.m.  Mass of The Immaculate Conception  

 
Tues. Dec. 19, 9:30 a.m. Advent Confessions with Adoration of 

the Blessed Sacrament (after the 9 a.m. Mass) 
Wed. Dec. 20, 6 p.m. Advent Confessions with Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament 
 

Sat. Dec. 23, 5:30 p.m. Vigil Mass of the 4th Sunday of Advent 
Sun. Dec 24, 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Mass of the 4th Sunday of Advent 

Sun. Dec. 24, 5:30 p.m. Christmas Children’s Pageant Mass 
Sun. Dec. 24, 11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass — preluded by a 30-minute                

Christmas Carols Sing-Along with the Choir at 10:30 p.m.  
Mon. Dec. 25, 10:00 a.m. ONLY Christmas Day Mass 

 
Sat. Dec. 30, 5:30 p.m. Vigil Mass of The Holy Family 

Sun. Dec. 31, 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Mass of The Holy Family 
 

Mon. Jan. 1,  9:00 a.m. Mass of Mary, Mother of God  
(Not a Holy Day of Obligation this year because it falls on Monday) 

 
 

Sat. Jan. 6, 5:30 p.m. Vigil Mass of The Epiphany of the 
Lord  

Sun. Jan. 7, 8:30 & 11 a.m. Mass of The Epiphany of the 
Lord  

 
Mon. Jan. 8, 9 a.m. Mass of The Baptism of the Lord  

(Christmas Season ends) 



FUNDRAISING MINISTRY ANNOUNCING  

NEW THIS YEAR 

ADVENT FUNDRAISER  

{to benefit Regular/Operating Acct.} 

St. Peter the Fisherman Glass Christmas Ball 

One of a kind design—limited supply only– a beautiful glass 

Christmas ball with St. Peter Church pictured around.  Truly an 

exceptional keep-sake to treasure or gift this Christmas. 

FOR SALE—$20.00 each.  {see sample ornament in Narthex} 

Packaged securely in a clear acrylic fitted box for ease of        

shipping and or storing. 

On Sale beginning 1st Sunday of Advent 12/03 after 8:30am Mass 

{see Nancy} or in the Parish Office M-F 9:30am-3:30pm 

{cash, check-payable to St. Peter Church or by credit card}. 

Want to reserve one? - Call the parish office and purchase over 

the phone with your credit card. Once SOLD, then we are able to 

hold your ornament for your pick-up. 

GLASS BALL-MADE IN THE USA-MANUFACTURED & PACKAGED IN BPK,   

Thank you for supporting locals! 

• We thank Sheila Madden for her fundraising idea. 

• We thank Rosalinda Hally for her use of photo. 

• We thank Joanne Deithorn for graphic assistance. 

• We thank Stocking Factory, LLC in BPK for production. 

• Fundraising Ministry thanks you for your support! 

• Regular/Operating Account thanks Fundraising Ministry! 

Any questions please call Nancy in the Parish Office, thank you. 



2023-2024 Religious Education Program.                         
We thank you, the parents, for entrusting your children 

to our program. Please know that we have been                 
praying for you and your children as we embark on                        

this new year.  

CCD students have been preparing for the  Eve Nativity 
Play to take place on Sunday, December 224th at the 

5:30pm Vigil Mass.   

Please continue to pray for this ministry and for our wonderful teachers, students 
and their families.   For more information about the Religious Education Program, 

please contact Rosalinda Hally at                     
rosalinda@stpeterbpk.org                      

Blessings to all this Christmas Season 
and a Happy New Year! 

Religious Education classes will resume 

Sunday, January 14th at 9:45am                             

in the Ministry Center.                                                       

 

 

Virtus: (Protecting God’s  Children     
and Vulnerable Adults)    

 

 If seasonal parishioners who are  Virtus                
certified with their “back  home” parish are  

volunteering at St. Peters, they can have their 
Virtus accounts mirrored with both                             

Dioceses/Churches.   

This also works in reverse if our full time                   
parishioners want to volunteer in another                

location.  

If this pertains to you, email 
helpdesk@virtus.org or call  Virtus National at 

1-888-847-8879 and have your account                   
mirrored with the  Archdiocese of Miami,  St. 

Peter Church, Big Pine Key. 

Your parish contact for all things related to 
the Virtus  (Protecting God’s Children and  
Vulnerable Adults) program is Ellen Age:                                                                        

Ellen@stpeterbpk.org 

ARCHDIOCESE OF  MIAMI                                                                
HOTLINE NUMBERS Statewide 

(DCF) Abuse  Hotline 

1-800-962-ABUSE 

(1-800-962-2873)                                                                 
Archdiocesan Abuse Hotline 

1-866-802-2873                                                                           
Victim Assistance Coordinator 

Peter Routsis-Arroyo 

1-866-802-2873 



EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY @ ST. PETER CHURCH 

St. Peter Catholic Church is looking for an  

additional Maintenance Personnel, 

as an immediate part-time contract position. 

 

{Offered as a potential full-time regular position with benefits} 

 

For job requirements, position description inquiries or 

to receive an employment application, 

 

contact Property Manager/Bookkeeper, Nancy McCrosson                                      
in the parish office 

 M-F 9:30am - 3:30pm 

#305-872-2537  or email  nancy@stpeterbpk.org 

Fr. Jets requesting your help… 

Do you have a property you rent or consider renting                 

annually?  Our St. Peter parish family has a member 

couple who are year-round both active here in                    

ministries, full-time employed locally and have been long 

term renters with wonderful references.  As we are see-

ing so often, properties are selling and selling fast,                 

losing needed annual rentals. 

This couple would be a loss to our parish family if                 

needing to relocate out of the Keys if another annual rental home does not                

become available soon.  As further details are confidential, I simply ask 

that if you have an annual rental property or know of any                                      

{i.e., 2/2 home; dry lot fine; at or under $2,800.00 per month}                         

please speak to me personally and directly with the information. 

I sincerely thank you, 

Fr. Jets 

frjets@stpeterbpk.org  305-872-2537 Parish Office 

mailto:frjets@stpeterbpk.org


       

 

 

 

 

 

 

A percentage of the $25.00 goes to our             
Religious Education Fund and helps                   

finance our Religious Ed. and Scholarship 
Programs. 

 

Gift Certificates can be purchased through the 
office during office hours, M-F 9:30am-3pm, 
or  call the office at 305-872-2537 to make 

other arrangements.                                                  
(cash or check only)  

Credit card purchases can be made in the                  
Parish Office during working hours only. 

Square Grouper Bar & Grill     

We have $25.00 Gift Certificates for:   

Milagro Restaurant & 

Bar 

Broil Steakhouse Jolly Mon Pub & Grill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calling for More Ushers!   

We are looking for more ushers 

to serve at Mass.   

Training will be provided.                     

Please consider serving the Lord 

and our parish in this wonderful 

and essential ministry to keep a 

safe and sacred worship space.      

 Men, women and couples are                

welcome to serve together.   

Please call the office at                     

305-872-2537  to volunteer.  

St. Peter Catholic Church Website      

      St. Peter Church website at            
http://www.stpeterbpk.org    

Click on the Photos tab, or follow us on   
Facebook to look at the photos taken at recent 

events at St. Peter’s!   

        You can also donate to our Building Fund on the 
website now! 

http://www.stpeterbpk.org







